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Giving A Home this Christmas

Thousands of people are sleeping on cold streets tonight.

The emergency accommodation given to homeless people during  
COVID-19, offered many the step up they needed. But for more than 
10,000 people long-term housing has not been forthcoming - meaning 
they don’t know if they will have a roof overhead tomorrow or,  
devastatingly, they are already back out in the cold.

We are working harder than ever to give people a home. A place of 
warmth, safety and belonging.

Warmth
Our crisis services team is working round-the-clock to ensure people have the food,  
warmth, medicines and the extra support they need to overcome the additional challenges 
COVID has brought about. We’re also expanding our emergency accommodation and our 
longer-term housing projects so people have a warm, safe place to stay while we help them 
get back on their feet and where they can, ultimately, call home.

Safety
Tackling the root causes of homelessness is at the heart of what we do. Over a third of 
homeless women have experienced domestic abuse or sexual violence - with our services 
seeing an increase during lockdown. We are expanding our domestic abuse team and  
upskilling all of our drop-in, outreach and project staff to help deliver our life-changing  
support for women trying to find safety - and a new home.

Belonging
With unemployment rates still higher than pre-COVID levels, many people are facing a bleak 
Christmas. On average, job loss leads to loss of your home in just 2.5 months. Through 
intensive 1-2-1 support and training programmes, we help people develop the confidence, 
skills and find opportunities so they can move closer to work; re-gaining their sense of  
purpose and belonging.

Our Giving a Home Christmas appeal runs during November and December 2021 -  
laying the financial foundations to help around 2,000 people on their journey from 
and out of homelessness across North East and London based projects.



Help to Build the Virtual Gingerbread House

Support our campaign and help to build the Virtual Gingerbread House. For every 
£2,000 raised, a gingerbread person will move into the house enabling the rebuilding 
of another devastated and vulnerable life - this represents the typical cost of providing 
comprehensive ‘wrap around’ support for someone facing homelessness over the  
coming year.

www.givingahome.org.uk

How Your School Can Help
There are lots of ways for your school to get involved with our Giving a Home Christmas 
Campaign, and help to bring warmth, safety and belonging to the people we support:
 
 Ask children to think about what home means to them; talk about what it means to  
 be without a home
 
 Fundraise for us with a non-school uniform day or hold your own baking competition
 
 Follow the progress of our Virtual Gingerbread House at www.givingahome.org.uk
 
 Follow Oasis Community Housing on Social Media and share some of our stories with  
 your friends and networks
  
 Sign up to our newsletter to keep up to date with our projects and how you can  
 support us in the future
 
 Pray for us and help to bring hope to  
 those facing homelessness
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Activities and Resources

Use these activities as a way to explore faith, identity, home and hope with children  
and young people. The more we can encourage children and young people to think 
about themselves, their communities and people in need of support the more we  
can work towards preventing and resolving homelessness.

Activity

Host a black and gold  
non-uniform day.

Dress up in black and gold  
(Oasis Community Housing’s  
brand colours)

Each child makes a suggested  
donation of £1.

Gingerbread Baking Competition

Who can decorate the best  
gingerbread person?

Make gingerbread people and sell 
them to friends and family.

Best Dressed Gingerbread Person

Using the template provided or 
draw your own.

Bring it to life with bright colours 
and decorations.

Resources

Gingerbread Person Recipe

Gingerbread People Colouring 
Sheet

Discussion Points

What do black and gold mean  
to you? 

Are there any colours that make 
you feel more you? 

What colours do you love?*

Name/find things that are black  
or gold.

Our colours represent us. They 
represent working together and 
building a stronger, safer  
community. The black shows our 
strength and the gold our warmth 
and the hope and positivity we 
bring. 

What makes a home?

How does home make you feel?

What are some of the barriers to 
having a home?

How would you feel if you didn’t 
have a home or your home felt 
unsafe? 

Who lives in your home?*

What makes you feel safe?*

How does the way we look relate to 
how we are feeling?

Have you ever judged someone 
based upon how they look?

Can we always ‘read a book by its 
cover’?

Can you tell how someone is feeling 
by their face?*
 
What does it mean when we smile/
frown?*

What makes you happy/sad?*

*Adaptations for younger learners.



How to Make a Gingerbread Person

This easy recipe for gingerbread men is great for baking with  
children, and it makes a lovely homemade Christmas present.

Each serving provides 161 kcal, 2g protein, 25g carbohydrates (of which 11.5g sugars),  
6g fat (of which 3.5g saturates), 0.7g fibre and 0.3g salt.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/gingerbread_men_99096

Ingredients

350g/12oz plain flour, plus extra  
for rolling out

1 tsp bicarbonate of soda

2 tsp ground ginger

1 tsp ground cinnamon

125g/4½oz butter

175g/6oz light soft brown sugar

1 free-range egg

4 tbsp golden syrup

To decorate

writing icing (optional)

cake decorations (optional)

Method

Sift together the flour, bicarbonate of soda, 
ginger and cinnamon and pour into the bowl 
of a food processor. Add the butter and 
blend until the mix looks like breadcrumbs. 
Stir in the sugar.

Lightly beat the egg and golden syrup  
together, add to the food processor and 
pulse until the mixture clumps together.  
Tip the dough out, knead briefly until smooth, 
wrap in cling film and leave to chill in the 
fridge for 15 minutes.

Preheat the oven to 180C/160C Fan/Gas 4. 
Line two baking trays with greaseproof  
paper.

Roll the dough out to a 0.5cm/¼in thickness 
on a lightly floured surface. Using cutters,  
cut out the gingerbread men shapes and 
place on the baking tray, leaving a gap  
between them.

Bake for 12–15 minutes, or until lightly  
golden-brown. Leave on the tray for  
10 minutes and then move to a wire rack  
to finish cooling. When cooled decorate  
with the writing icing and cake decorations,  
if using.
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Best Dressed Gingerbread Person

Using the template provided or draw your own.  
Bring it to life with bright colours and decorations.
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What next…
Get in touch and find out how your school community  
can help our mission to bring hope, not homelessness  
to people across the North East and London.

Contact Joanne Armstrong on 07704 168367 or  
joanne.armstrong@oasiscommunityhousing.org.

Oasis Community Housing, FL 1-4,  
7-8 Delta Bank Road, Metro Riverside Park,  
Gateshead, NE11 9DJ
0191 477 3535  
fundraising@oasiscommunityhousing.org

Limited Company no. 5300083. 
Oasis Community Housing is the operating 
name of Oasis Aquila Housing. 
Registered Charity no. 1107554


